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For decades, after it had come to the
end of itÕs working life, the
Colnbrook Fire Tender was stored

in a barn under a pile of hay. When the
barn itself fell down this is what remained.
The tender is now one of ColnbrookÕs
treasures and is looked after by the Parish
Council. 

NovemberÕs picture shows the tender
following itÕs restoration, as it is today.

The Colnbrook Fire Tender
Before ItÕs Restoration
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St ThomasÕ Church

T he church was built on the
present site between 1849-52 to
a classic Victorian design for a

social unit including a Vicarage, School
and School MasterÕs House by the
architect Benjamin Ferrer. At the time of
the arrival of the present team vicar in
1991 the church had a depressed and
neglected look. However with the help
of a small band of loyal supporters he has
managed to make some considerable
improvements. 

The April 1995 boundary changes
brought about the formation of

Colnbrook with Poyle Parish
Council. The Parish Council was
given responsibility for the upkeep
and maintenance of the Church
grounds. It has supported the
Church and vicar in much of the
recent improvement works,
including adding some interior
features to make the Church a more
flexible venue for social events. The
building is another of ColnbrookÕs
treasures. Pay a visit and see the
restored chancel/sanctuary wall
paintings and the re-guilded reredos
and chancel screen.

The Parish Clerk Telephone Number 01707 267958 The Parish Clerk Telephone Number 01707 267958
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I n 1995 Colnbrook Recreation Ground was
little more than a field with a couple of
swings and a climbing frame.

The Parish Council have changed that. 

Three phases of an improvement programme
have provided : 

a two thirds size fully fenced football pitch, a
spectator seating mound, a basketball area, a
dog walk separated from the childrenÕs
recreation areas, challenging play equipment
for young teenagers, a childrenÕs balance trail,
new traditional playground equipment and
new tables and seating with trees for shade.

The entrance is planted with flowering shrubs
and will soon have a welcoming arch designed
by local children.

Colnbrook
Recreation Ground
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T he picture shows the Colne
Brook running through the
Colnbrook conservation area

near the site of the Old Village Mill and
Tan House, both now gone. Tudor era
listed buildings - Mill House in Tan
House Farm and itÕs large Tithe Barn -
remain along Mill Street.

The Colne Valley Way footpath runs
alongside and extends across green fields
north of the By-pass, where the Parish
Council has campaigned for
improvements to the route which has
now been supplemented by a circular
bridle way passing by the ancient
ÔOld WoodÕ

The Colne Brook
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L egends abound as to why this building is
called King JohnÕs Palace. Some say this was
the house where King John stayed on his

way to Runnymede before signing the Magna Carta
in 1215 (although the building appears to date
from the late sixteenth century). Others say that it
was in fact called King JamesÕ Palace during the
civil war when Colnbrook was a stronghold of the
Royalists and King James 2nd often stayed in the
village, probably in what is now No 5 King JohnÕs
Palace.

Rumour also has it that Queen Elizabeth 1st stayed
in the building in about 1580 when a wheel of her
coach fell off outside.

What the Parish Council know for sure is that the
lovely display of roses earned a prize in the
Colnbrook In Bloom Competition.

King JohnÕs Palace is another one of ColnbrookÕs
listed building treasures.

King JohnÕs Palace
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Every June the Parish Council erect
lamp post and bus shelter planters
throughout the Parish.

Thanks go to the numerous local
companies and organisations that have
sponsored some of the planters, their
names can be seen hanging below the
displays and they get mention each year
in the local press and the annual
chairmanÕs report.

If you enjoy the displays and would like to
sponsor a planter please contact the
Parish Clerk.

Colnbrook in Bloom

Parish Council 
meeting

Parish Council
election

Parish Council
meeting
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T he large iron pump situated on the Old Bath Road
near the Punch Bowl public house arouses much
curiosity. 

In the 18th century the road from London to Bath was one
of the main highways of the country. 

Again and again writers of the late 18th and early 19th
centuries commented on the discomfort caused by the dust
raised by horses and carriages.

Whether watering the roads was the best answer to the
problem is debatable now but it was probably the only
remedy known then, hence the pumps.

The stretch of road from Cranford Bridge to Maidenhead
Bridge, was managed by a body known as the Colnbrook
Turnpike Trust and the Act creating the Trust provided
that the first meeting of the Trustees was to be held at the
George Inn, Colnbrook, on or before 1 June, 1727. The
powers of the Trust were later extended to cover roads from
Slough to Eton and Langley Broom to Datchet Bridge.

In 1826 the trustees secured the power to water the roads.
There are no known records of the number of pumps
erected but the following accounts appear in the
1827/28 Treasurers Book :

Fowler and Co., Pumpmakers, a total of £759

Well diggers £170

Supply of Bricks £88

Baker, water carts, two accounts of £104 each.

This one remaining pump in Colnbrook has recently been
repainted by the Parish Council.

Bath Road Pump
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T he Ostrich Inn makes the proud claim of
being the third oldest inn in England. The
Ostrich as it now stands dates from about

1500, but there had been an inn on the site for nearly
400 years before that.

Many stories surround this building, the most famous
being that of a murderous innkeeper called Jarman.

Jarman and his wife had an ingenious method of
stealing from lone wealthy travellers that happened to
stay at the inn. They would lodge them in the best
room in the inn which had a very ornate bed. Making
sure the guest had been well entertained with food
and much drink they would escort him to his room
and when the victim was asleep they would raise the
end of the bed by pulling out iron pins in the kitchen
below. A cauldron of liquor was positioned to receive
the sleeping innocent and he was either scalded,
drowned or both.

When he was finally caught, and knew he was
condemned to hang, Jarman boasted that he had
murdered no fewer than sixty people in this way.

The Ostrich Inn is now home to the Colnbrook Fire
Tender and the Colnbrook Clock.

Rear view of The Ostrich Inn

Parish Council 
meeting
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Pippins Park (formerly Poyle Recreation
Ground) is owned and managed by
Slough Borough Council but the recent

improvements to the playground equipment
and the provision of a tarmac play surface
were supported by Colnbrook with Poyle
Parish Council. The Parish Council made a
major financial contribution to the scheme.

The picture shows the fun of the official
reopening at the park

Pippins Park
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T he most famous apple in the world was
cultivated in Colnbrook by Richard Cox, a
retired brewer from Bermondsey, who

moved to The Lawns, Colnbrook, to pursue his
hobby of horticulture.

In about 1825 he planted two seeds from a Ribson
Pippin which he is thought to have pollinated with
a Blenheim Orange. Some years later, when the
trees had fruited, he realised they had potential.
These were later to be known as the CoxÕs Orange
Pippin and the CoxÕs Pomona.

The varieties remained nationally unknown until
Charles Turner of the Royal Nurseries, Slough,
started to promote them in 1850. Now the CoxÕs
Orange Pippin is well known all over the world and
every tree ultimately derives from grafts of grafts
from the original tree in Colnbrook.

The picture shows the new orchard planted by
children from the local schools. In amongst the
trees are three metal seats by the blacksmith
sculptor Richard Farrington which form the letters
C O X. The seats themselves contain information
about Richard Cox and his apples stamped in them.

The Parish Council recently helped children from
Pippins School replace some of the trees that had
suffered damage.

Take some time to visit the orchard and sit and
learn more of ColnbrookÕs history.

CoxÕs Orchard,
Albany Park 

Parish Council
meeting

Parish Council
meeting
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T he picture shows the horse drawn
Colnbrook Fire Tender built in
1832 outside of itÕs new home,

The Ostrich Inn. The tender was stored for
many years in a barn on the RaynerÕs
Estate. It was then taken into the care of
the Gilson family who owned the local
bakery. The tender was renovated and
displayed in a building at the front of the
bakery. In 1997 when the bakery had
closed the tender was passed to the parish
council for safe keeping on behalf of the
people of Colnbrook.

The Ostrich Inn offered a room at the
front of itÕs building to display this precious
reminder of days gone by. The wheels,
axles, seat and brake lever were carefully
removed by a volunteer force made up of
some parish councillors and other local
residents and the tender was passed
through the window opening and then
reassembled inside the room. 

We now have one of ColnbrookÕs treasures
housed inside another! 

If you are passing by take time to look at
this lovely machine.

The Renovated Colnbrook Fire Tender

The renovated Colnbrook Fire Tender outside itÕs new home
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T he Crown public house is situated
next door to Colnbrook
Recreation Ground and itÕs car

park has been used for an exhibition of
The Parish CouncilÕs work prior to the
official reopening of the recreation
ground.

One of The Crowns other claims to fame
is that it used to be a meeting place for
The Town Council when Colnbrook held
a town charter and borough status.

However, an entry dated September 22nd
1841 in the Town book states: The reason
this meeting is not being held in The
Crown is the consequences of this house
being burnt down and not rebuilt.

The Crown

Parish Council 
meeting

Happy Christmas 
fr om the 
Parish Council 
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